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Celebrating 40 Years of 
Community Mental Health 
Support: 1976-2016 
The Gathering Place is a consumer oriented peer support recovery 
center for adults coping with mental illness. Services are designed to 
promote recovery by enriching and empowering each individual so 
that s (he) can create a meaningful and joyful life.  Staff and members 
work together to provide peer support, linkage services, advocacy, 
mental health education, recreational and wellness activities, access to 
healthy food, and community integration opportunities. 
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Highlights from 2015-2016 

*December 2015- Completed a major $85,000 renovation on our 
100+ year old Victorian house. Thanks to funds from the O'Bleness 
Foundation, Central Avenue Church, Osteopathic Heritage 
Foundation and The Athens Foundation, we have been able to 
completely upgrade our 3rd floor attic space into a beautiful multi-
purpose room, and upgrade whole house HVAC, floors, and electric.   

*January 2016- The Gathering Place and Athens Photographic 
Project were selected as one of five organizations in the state by the 
Ohio Department of Mental Health and Addiction Services to 
improve opportunities for consumer engagement, leadership, and 
advocacy in health and wellness activities in the Southeast region. 
The project is continuing for the 2016-2017 year.  These funds are for 
regional and state work and are not a part of our regular income 
and expense budget.  

*April 2016- Our 40th year kick-off with an Open House & Awards 
Ceremony to show off the upgraded facility and to honor both long-
time founders and current supporters.  Two annual awards were 
created to honor founders Anne Stempel and the late Shirley Whan: 

The Shirley Whan Mental Health Service Award  was received by 
David Walters for his many years of service to The Gathering Place 
and to community mental health in the Athens area. 

The Anne Stempel Mental Health Partnership Award was 
given to two deserving collaborative partners;  Scott Winland, for his 
work with area music fundraisers Benefest and The Athens 
Community Music Festival, both of which integrate our members into 
the events; and Central Avenue Methodist Church, for their lead gift 
in our renovations and continuing support of our “Community 
Illumination” Mental Health awareness event, held annually at their 
uptown location, Central Venue. 
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Continuing the 
MISSION of 
Community 
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Bottom: The Gatherers perform at 

Community Illumination

Staff 
Mary Kneier, Executive Director 
Ginger Schmalenberg, Resource & 
Development Director 
Brittany Silverman, Program Manager 
Daniel West, Support Specialist 
Matt Welsh, Support Specialist 

Board of Trustees 
Kent Sauber, President 
David Wall, Vice President 
Kristin Waltz, Treasurer 
David Hartinger, Secretary 
Christina Deidesheimer 
George Eberts 

Gordon Franciosa 
Dawn  Graham 
Sarah Harter 
Richard Otto 
Tim Roessler



 

 

Supported by the 317 Board of Athens, Hocking, and Vinton Counties, United Appeal of Athens County, 
 Membership Dues, and Community gifts of time and donations. 
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The Gathering Place, 7 North Congress Street, Athens, Ohio 45701 
Tel/Fax: 740 594 7337   |   thegpathens.org 

October 2016   
 

Dear Friends of The Gathering Place and Community Mental Health Supporters: 
 
The Gathering Place is celebrating 40 years of mental health support in the         
Athens community 1976-2016!   

 
The Gathering Place is a consumer oriented peer support recovery center for adults coping with mental 
illness. Services are designed to promote recovery by enriching and empowering each individual so that 
s(he) can create a meaningful and joyful life.  Staff and members work together to provide peer support, 
linkage services, advocacy, mental health education, recreational and wellness activities, access to healthy 
food, and community integration opportunities. 
 
Some of the community members that we serve are more at-risk for poverty, poor physical and mental health, 
food and housing instability, lack of community integration (arts and recreational pursuits) opportunities, and 
experience challenges in maintaining employment and healthy relationships.   
 
In order to meet our mission and provide services in our community, we rely on the generosity of individuals 
and businesses from our community to help supplement our yearly sustainability funds received from our 
Athens-Hocking-Vinton Alcohol, Drug Addiction and Mental Health Services Board (317 Board). Our 
expense budget is $160,00 annually and 317 funds received are $116,000.   
 
In honor of our 40th year in the community, we are asking for a donation of $40 to become a  
40-Year Anniversary Supporter of The Gathering Place. Your generosity will make a difference in our 
community by allowing us to continue our work of providing basic needs and services to individuals and 
advocacy for mental health and wellness in the Athens area! 
 
We have enclosed a donor pledge card with our other levels of giving for your convenience and you can also 
donate online at our website: www.thegpathens.org. Remember that every donation makes a difference, 
regardless of size. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary Kneier, Executive Director 
 
Ginger Schmalenberg, Resource and Development Director 

 
 

 



OCTOBER, 2016 ANNIVERSARY EDITION 1976-2016

!3


